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TITLEIV-EELIGIBILITY AND
REIMBURSABILITY POLICY MANUAL

A. MANUAL EFFECTIVE DATE

The palicy gated in this Title IV-E Eligibility and Reimbursability manud is effective June 6, 1980,
the date on which the Child Welfare and Adoption Assstance Act (P.L. 96-272) was passed.
(Note: Thereasonable efforts requirement was not effective until October 1, 1983, and
for-profit child careingtitutionsand group homeswere not rembur sable prior to August
15, 1996.)

B. ELIGIBILITY AND REIMBURSABILITY CRITERIA: AN OVERVIEW

Title IV-E benefits are an individud entitlement for qualified children in out-of-home care. For
these children, the federd government sharesin the cost of:

maintaining the child in out-of-home care (includes the roomvyboard and other supervison
cogts for licensed foster parents, child care indtitutions, shelter care, and group homes);

gaff and adminidrative costs which are incurred when working with the child, the child's
family, and the care provider (the IV-E program aso reimburses such cogts for children not
placed in out-of-home care who are determined by the Random Moment Time Study
(RMTY) process to be “candidates for out-of-home care” by virtue of being at risk of
placement); and

the codts of training the gaff who work with the child, induding foster parents, or those who
adminigter the foster care system for the child.

There are two mgor categories within the Title I\VV-E program: Eligibility and Reimbursability.

Hlighility is determined on a one-time basis, which is generdly when the child enters out-of-home
care. Occasondly, initid digibility is ddayed for up to sx months from the placement of the child.
In these circumdtances, digibility is ddayed until acourt order is obtained which includes language
that “ continuation in the home would be contrary to the welfare’ of the child or that the placement
isin the “best interest” of the child, or words to that effect. Once established, a child's initia
igibility status continues as long as the child remains under the care and responghility of the
agency. A childwhois*IV-E digible’ hasthe administrative and training costs associated with
the child reimbursed by the IV-E program.

A child who is IV-E digible during any part of a month, is digible for the entire month. If initid
eigibility is not delayed, use the date of placement as the effective date of digibility. If initid



eigihility is delayed because there is not “contrary to the welfare’ language in the court order, the
effective date isthe first day of the month in which al of the digibility criteriaare met.

There are only two ingtances when a 1V-E digible child under the continuous legd responghility of
the agency loses digihility:

when the youth reaches the age limit for the program; and

when the child came into care as the result of a Voluntary Placement Agreement and no
court order is acquired (within 180 days after the Signature date of the agreement) which
dtates that continued placement isin the best interest of the child, or words to that effect.

Reimbursghility; on the other hand, is determined on amonthly basis. The child must be determined
eligiblein order to berembursable. A child may lose and regain reimbursability on afrequent basis
depending on changesin the drcumstances of the placement, court language, deprivation, continuing
lega respongibility, or need (income and assets of the child). Theloss of reimbursability does not
permanently deprive the child of future rembursahility. A childwhois*IV-E reimbursable’ dso
has the room and board maintenance costs associated with the child reimbursed by the IV-E
program. A child who isIV-E digible but does not meet the criteriafor reambursability is“1V-E
eligible/not reimbursable’.

C. IV-EELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
The following criteria must be met for achild to be IV-E digible:
1. LEGAL STATUS

a. COURT ORDER - CFS-201 (Question 4)
The initid court order is an order removing the child from the home and placing
responghility for the care of the child with apublic agency. For a child to belV-
E digible, thisinitial court order, or a subsequent court order dated within
sx months after the removal of the child, must include a statement that
continuation in the home would be“ contrary to thewelfare’ of the child or
that the placement isin the “best interet” of the child, or wordsto that
effect. (Oregon, DAB No. 1586, 1996, Chapters 48 and 49, Wisconsn Statutes)

A child is occasiondly adjudicated as a delinquent and placed in an out-of-home
facility pursuant to a delinquent court order. In this ingtance, a child can be
determined IV-E digibleif theinitia court order or asubsequent court order dated
within 9x months of the removd of the child includes any of the following
datements. “ contrary to the welfare’ or “best interest” or “the child is a danger to
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the public and in need of redtrictive custodid trestment” or words to that effect.

This “in need of trestment” Statement is equivaent to continuation in the home
would be “contrary to the welfare” of the child or the placement is in the “best
interest” of the child. (Section 48.34, Wisc. Stats.)

Since IV-E digibility cannot begin until thislanguage is obtained, the agency should
ensure that the court order authorizing the remova of the child has the required
language.

. VOLUNTARY PLACEMENT AGREEMENT - CFS-201 (Question 5-6)

A Voluntary Placement Agreement (VPA) isasigned written agreement between
a public agency and the parent(s) or the legd guardian(s) of the child which is
binding on the parties. It specifies the legd satus of the child and the rights and
obligations of the parents or legd guardians and the agency while the child isin
placement.

A Voluntary Placement Agreement may not exceed 180 days without a judicia
determination (court order) containing a statement thet the placement isin the “best
interest” of the child or “continuation in the home would be contrary to the welfare
of thechild’. If thereisnot ajudicial determination with such legal language
by the 181st day, the child is1V-E digible and reimbursable for the first
180 daysof thesigned VPA, if all other 1V-E digibility criteriaaremet. On
the 181st day, the child isno longer 1V-E digible and can never be igible
for theremainder of this episode of out-of-home care.

COURT-RELATED IV-E EFFECTIVE DATE

Court-rdated I1V-E effective dates are determined by utilizing the sgnature date on
the relevant court order. When the signature date on the court order is later then
the court hearing date, an important phrase to include in the court order is Nunc
Pro Tunc, with areference to the court hearing date or a satement such as“signed
this date, but effective on mm/dd/yy”. Thisdlowsthe court order to be effective
on the date of the court order.

If the dart date of the IV-E digibility is delayed because “contrary to the
welfare/best interest” language is not obtained until after the temporary custody
order, IV-E digihility begins on the first day of the month of the court order
containing the appropriate language.



2. AFDC RELATEDNESS

In the digibility month (defined in the next paragraph), the child must have had a
relatedness to the Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) Program
authorized under Title 1V, Part A, of the Socia Security Act asthe program wasin
effect in Wisconsin on July 16, 1996.

IN ALL REFERENCESTO AFDC ELIGIBILITY, THE ELIGIBILITY OF THE
CHILD ISBASED ON THE STATE PLAN IN EFFECT ON JULY 16, 1996.

a. ELIGIBILITY MONTH - CFS-201 (Question 7a-d)

Thedigibility month is the month in which the initiation of court proceedings which
led to the remova of the child occurred. Examples of the initiation of court
proceedings are typicdly asgned VPA, a petition, and a temporary physica
custody request.

It is important to note that the date the child enters out-of-home care does not
necessxily define the digibility month. In the instance of court-ordered removas,
the date a child was legdly removed or was placed in out-of-home care as the
result of a court order may be different than the date of the actua petition or
temporary physica custody request by days, weeks, or even months. As stated
above, it isthe date of the petition or temporary physica custody request, not the
date of the legd remova or placement, which defines the digibility month.

Many times a public agency files a petition which results in an order granting the
agency responshility for supervison which alows a child to remain in hisher own
home. If, a alater time, the agency wants to remove the child from the home,
ether avoluntary placement agreement or an order authorizing the remova of the
child mugt be obtained. If removd isviaa court order, the order authorizing the
removal, or a subsequent court order within sx months after placement, must
contain the judicid determination “contrary to the wdfare’ or “best interest” in
order for the child to be IV-E digible, if dl other IV-E digibility criteriaare met.
In this ingtance, the digibility month is the month that the voluntary placement
agreement was sgned or the month the petition or motion was filed resulting in the
order that authorized the child's remova from the home.

In some instances, an agency places a child who has been in out-of-home care
back into the parental home for atrial vigt. If the child’ s“trid vist” lasts Sx (6)
months or less, an initid determination need not be completed when the child is
returned to out-of-home care. If IV-E digible prior to the trid vist, the child
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retansV-E digibility and isIV-E reimbursbleif dl IV-E rembursability criteria
are met upon return to out-of-home care. If a court order is obtained for the
child' s return to out-of-home care, it need not contain the “ contrary to the welfare’
or “reasonable efforts’ judicia determination for 1V-E reimbursability to begin
since these criteria have been satisfied during the prior out-of-home care Stay.

If the return to the parentd home continues for more than six (6) months, it isno
longer consdered atrid vigt. If the child returnsto out-of-home care after such an
extended stay, anew initid 1V-E determination must be completed based upon the
new digibility month with anew court order.

. AEDC-RELATEDNESS TEST- CFS-201(Question 7a-d)/CFS-205

The Medicd Assstance (MA) program has been revised by Welfare Reform to
ensure individuals who would have been categoricaly digible for MA due to
receipt of AFDC can continue to be determined MA €dligible. Thisrevison dso
maintained a process for determining AFDC-Rd atedness for Title 1V-E purposes.

The new “AFDC-MA” Medicd Assistance digibility status code was established
to identify those recipients who are MA digible because they met the Wisconsin
AFDC program requirements in existence as of July 16, 1996 (see BWI

Operations Memo 97-89). Prior to termination of the AFDC program, an inquiry
into CARES or EDS determined if the child was in receipt of AFDC prior to
removal.

With the establishment of the AFDC-MA code, an inquiry should be made into
CARES or EDSto determineif the child wasin receipt of MA due to AFDC-MA
(in CARES, identified as MA-R or MA-U; in EDS, identified as 31, 32, 65, 79,
UH, UR, WH, WN, WU) to satisfy the AFDC-Réd atedness test for Title IV-E
digibility.

In addition, a child may meet the IV-E AFDC-MA or AFDC-MA Related
requirement, if they areidentified as AFDC-MA Related Categoricaly Needy (in
CARES, identified ass MAO-R or MAO-U; in EDS, identified as 38, 80, 95, a3,
A5, M1, UA).

A child meetsthe AFDC relatedness (using the AFDC plan in effect on July
16, 1996) if one of the following three conditions is met:

The child was in receipt of AFDC-MA (or was AFDC-MA Rdated) in
the digibility month;



The child would have received AFDC-MA (or was AFDC-MA Rdated)
in the digibility month if an application had been made; or

The child lived with an AFDC-MA specified relive within any of the
sx monthsprior to the eigibility month and received AFDC-MA (or
was AFDC-MA Related) or would have received AFDC-MA (or
AFDC-MA Reated) had an application been made.

An example which does not directly fit any one of the three AFDC testsisachild
recaiving SSI who is removed from afamily whose primary incomeisthe child's
SS benefits and the remaining family members Temporary Assstance for Needy
Families (TANF) benefits. If the family members recave MA benefits under
reason code AFDC-MA or AFDC-MA Reated, the family isan “AFDC family
under the July 96 AFDC State Plan”; thus the child does meet the AFDC
relatedness test for IV-E because he/she was removed from an “AFDC”
household.

For Title I'V-E purposes, the criteriawhich define AFDC digibility (or hypothetica
AFDC digihility) are the following:

LIVING WITH A SPECIFIED RELATIVE-CFS-201(Question 7c)
DEPRIVATION-CFS-201(Question 7d)/CFS-201A (Question 1&-)

NEED-INCOME AND ASSETS-CFS-201(Question 7a-d)/CFS-
201A(Question 7a-b)/CFS-205

AGE-CFS-201A (Question 5)/CFS-201(Question 1)
CITIZENSHIP-CFS-201(Question 3)/CFS-205(Question 1)
See Appendix A for detalled criteria definitions.

REMOVAL ISSUES

REMOVAL HOME

If a child is physcdly removed from a home, the relationship between the
careteker and the child must be examined. The home is consdered the “remova
home’ if the caretaker in the home exercised respongbility for care and control of
the child immediately prior to the remova. For instance, if the parents dropped of
a child at the child's grandmother’s home, it must be determined whether the
child's responghility and care were given to the grandmother or if the grandmother
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was only babydtting the child. If the stay with grandmother was very short, wasiit
the intent of the parent for the grandmother to provide responsibility and care for
the child? If so, the remova home isthe grandmother’s.

If achildisnot physically removed from the home of hisher parents or specified
relative but removed from a non-relaive or abandoned at the hospita, the child's
living arrangements in the Sx months prior to the petition or voluntary placement
agreement must be congdered to determine the “remova home'. If the child lived
with a parent or other specified relative anytime during these sx months, the
remova home is that of the parent or specified rdative. For example, achild is
physicdly removed from aneghbor’'s home. Two months prior to the removd, he
lived with his mother who was receiving AFDC-MA for the child. Hismother’'s
home is then congdered the “remova home’. In this example, the third AFDC
relatedness test mentioned above would apply.

If the child lived with two or mor e specified rdatives, including the parents,
the AFDC-MA satus of the child in each of these homesis considered and
if the child was AFDC-MA (or was€ligiblein any one of these homes, the
child meetsthe AFDC relatedness test.

NON-PHYSICAL REMOVAL

Asnoted aove, if the parent leaves a child with ardative for the responghility and
care of the child, the child's home has been shifted to the home of therdative. If
the agency does not remove the child after legd respongihility is given to the agency
through a voluntary placement agreement or a judicid determination, a close
examination must be made of whether physca remova has taken place as required
by IV-E regulations.

If the parent |eft the child with the rdative within Sx months prior to the court order
or voluntary placement agreement, physicad remova is conddered to have
occurred from the parent’'s home. The parent's home is then used when
considering AFDC relatedness (New Y ork, DAB No. 1485, 1996).

d. KINSHIP CARE AND SHELTER CARE

KINSHIP CARE

If achild comes under the legd responghility of the agency and isinitidly placed
with an unlicensed relative under the Kinship Care program, collect the necessary
igibility information (court orders, parenta income, etc.) and complete the CFS-
201 form. Since the child is not entered into the child tracking system as an out-of-
home care case, alV-E digihility status code cannot be entered. If therdative's
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home becomes licensed, or if the child islater placed into aregular foster care or
resdentid placement, utilize the initid determination information to formaly
completetheinitid 1V-E determination and complete a CFS-201A redetermination
form to document the IV-E digibility and rembursability of the child.

SHELTER CARE

Since shdter placement stays are dso not entered into the child tracking system as
an out-of-home care placement, the child's IV-E digibility/rembursability status
can not be entered into the system.  If the child' s shelter care placement, which is
typicaly short-term, is the first placement after the county assumes legd
responsbility of the child, it is reasonable to wait until after the shelter care
placement to determine if a IV-E digibility determination must be made. If the
child returns home from the shdlter, no IV-E determination is necessary. If the
child is placed into a regular foster care or resdentid placement, an initid 1V-E
determination must be completed using the date of the shelter care placement and
CFS-201A redetermination form completed with an effective date of the
placement after the shelter care.

D. IV-E REIMBURSABILITY CRITERIA

Onceinitid digibility is established, a determination must be made for every month that achild is
in out-of-home care to determine whether the child's careisreimbursable. After the initid 1V-E
determination, a“re-determination” should be done every twelve months to examine the IV-E
criteriafor the prior twelve months.

A st of conditions must be met for out-of-home maintenance payments (placement, child care due
to foster parent employment, transportation, and any other cost associated with the daily
supervison of the child) to be rembursable. These conditions may vary from month to month.
Non- reimbursability in any one month does not affect I1V-E digibility, nor does it mean that
reimbursability cannot be established for the following months.

If achild had earlier been 1V-E digible/not reimbursable, but because of alV-E criterion change
becomes I V-E reimbursable for one day of amonth, the child is rembursable for the entire month.

For example, if thereisajudicd determination including “reasonable efforts’ language during the
middle of amonth, and if dl other 1V-E reimbursability criteria are met, the child is rembursable
for the entire month. The only exception is placement in a non-reimbursable placement. A child
placed in arembursable placement for part of amonth but moved to a non-reimbursable placement
for the remainder of the month is non-reimbursable during hisher stay in the non-rembursable
facility. Thereare Sx reimbursability criteria



Continuing legd respongibility;

Court determination of "reasonable efforts' for children removed as the result of a court
order;

Reimbursable placement;

Need - income and assets;
Consideration of SS benefits; and
Deprivetion.

1. CONTINUING LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY - CFS-201(Question 4-6)/
CFS-201A(Question 2-4)

There must be a court order that maintains the agency’s legd responsbility for the
placement of the child (lega responghbility for the placement of the child does not
require legd custody of the child). The child becomes reimbursable (assuming the
following criteria have aso been met) from the Sgnature date of the court order, unless
the order retroactively establishes the agency’ s legd responsbility.

2. REASONABLE EFFORTS - CFS-201(Question 8)/CFS-201A (Question 3)

If a child is removed pursuant to a court order and not a voluntary placement
agreement, a judge mud rule in a court order that the agency has in fact made
reasonable efforts. There are three possible rulings from ajudge which meet the IV-E
requirement:

That reasonable efforts were made prior to the placement of the child to
prevent the placement;

That reasonable efforts were not possible to prevent the placement; or

That reasonable efforts are being made to return the child to his or her home
or to achieve a stable placement.

A court order sgnifying any one of these outcomes meets the reasonable efforts
requirement which alows maintenance payments to be claimed.

The following is a discusson of each of the three possible rulings which meet the
reasonable efforts criterion.



REASONABLE EFFORTSTO PREVENT

The firgt reasonable efforts statement is gpplicable in those instances where the child
was known to be at risk prior to a petition for the care of the child. In effect, the
agency knew the child and had some opportunity to work with the family to prevent
the removd of the child. If the agency did attempt to provide services to reduce the
risk to the child or to improve the family Stuation in order to eiminate the need to
remove the child, the intent of the law has been met. However, the letter of the law
requires that the court review the agency action and come to the conclusion thet the
agency did make areasonable effort. If the court determinesthisto be the case, it must
S0 datein acourt order or be documented in court transcripts. Without such afinding
dated in acourt order, the reasonable efforts requirement is not met and the child is not
IV-E reimbursable.

REASONABLE EFFORTSWERE NOT POSSIBLE

The second reasonable efforts statement is gpplicable primarily in emergency situations.

In those instances where children must be removed from the home because of an
immediate danger, the agency may not have had an opportunity to provide preventive
sarvices. If such was the case and the judge rules in a court order that reasonable
efforts were not possible, the reasonabl e efforts criterion has been met.

REASONABLE EFFORTS TO RETURN THE CHILD HOME OR FIND
ANOTHER PERMANENT HOME

The third reasonable efforts satement pertains to a Stuation when the judge ether did
not rule on the agency’ s reasonable efforts to prevent the placement, or ruled that the
agency failed to make reasonable efforts prior to placing the child. In thisingtance, if
the agency is currently providing services to reunite the family and child or the agency
is attempting to find an dternative permanent placement, the agency may ask the court
to determine that reasonable efforts are being made. If the court so findsin a court
order, the reasonable efforts criterion is met and the child becomes IV -E reimbursable
from the first day of month of the signed court order.

In conclusion, once the reasonable efforts statement is acquired, there is no further
action necessary to meset this criterion for ongoing IV-E reimbursability. The only
exception isif the court rules in a subsequent court order that the agency is no longer
making reasonable efforts. In this ingtance, the child's maintenance costs would be
non-reimbursable until a subsequent court order is issued containing the reasonable
efforts language.
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3. REIMBURSABLE FACILITY - CFS-201(Question 9) and CFS-201A
(Question 8)

A Title IV-E reimbursable placement is the fourth criterion. There are four types of
providers which meet the law's definition of areimbursable facility:

A licensed foster or treatment foster home

A private group home, child care facility, or shelter care fadility licensed by the
date or county;

A public child care group home or child care facility licensed for no more than
twenty-five (25) children (no facilitiesin Wiscongn a thistime); and

A licensed rdative foster home.

Payments for detention facilities, medicd facilities, forestry camps, training schoals,
foster homes where payments are made through a for-profit child placing or child care
agency, and secure, locked facilities primarily for ddinquent children are not
remburssble facllities Paymentsto foder homes and inditutions associated with afor-
profit child placing or child care agency are reimbursableif a public agency makesthe
room and board payment directly to the foster home or ingtitution (PA-97-01).

4. NEED -- INCOME AND ASSETS - CFS-205(Question 2, 3)/CFS-201A
(Question 7a-b)

Tomaintain IV-E rembursability, the child must have afinancid need, in AFDC terms

Need has two dements. Fird, the income available to the child must be less than the
out-of-home care codts for the child. Available income includes al forms of income
the child receives, as treated in the AFDC program in effect on July 16, 1996. All
unearned income is congdered available to the child, while earned income is only
patidly avalable, ance AFDC dlows disregards for work expenses and for earnings
of employed students.

The cogt of maintaining the child is the amount the agency is paying for the child's out-
of-home care placement. "Supplementa” or "exceptiond" costs added to the basic
maintenance payment are included in the above mentioned caculaion for childrenin
foder care but only the placement reated cogts are included for children in achild care
inditution or group home (each facility has alV-E percentage published by the Specid
Services and Financid Statements Section of the Bureau of Fiscal Services). Inany
month where the child'sincome after deductions exceeds this amount, the child is not
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[V -E reimbursable.

The second element of need is a child's assets. If a child's assets exceed $999.99 in
any month, the child is not IV-E reimbursable.

In summary, it is only the child's income and assets which are consdered when
determining reimbursability. The current income and resources of the child's parents
are irrdevant unless the parents are actudly contributing funds to the agency for the
care of the child. When the parents are contributing toward the care of the child, the
contribution is consdered as the unearned income of the child and counted in the need
determination.

5. CONSIDERATION OF SSI BENEFITS - CFS-201(Question 10)/CFS
201A(Question 6)

A IV-E digible child receiving SS benefits generdly has his or her need met from the
recaipt of the SS benefitsif the child is placed in out-of-home care. Dueto the receipt
of SSl, the child would be 1V-E digible/not reimbursable.

A child placed in a high cost placement such as a inditution or group home might
receive more from IV-E than from remaining on SSI. Therefore, the agency should
consder making the child I'V-E reimbursable and suspending the SSI benefits. When
conddering thisdternative, the 1V-E rembursement for these fadilitiesis unique to each
facility since each facility has alV-E percentage established by the Bureau of Fisca
Services, as noted above. For example, if this percentage is 70%, then 70% of the
resdentia payment multiplied by 59% (the percent of the federa share) isthe amount
of the IV-E rembursement to compare to the SSI benefit.

6. DEPRIVATION - CFS-201(Question 7d)/CFS-201A(Question 1a-c)

A child in out-of-home care must continue to be deprived of the care of one or both
parentsin order to maintain IV-E rembursability. This meansthat if the child were to
be returned to the home from which he/she was removed, deprivation would exist
in that home. Aswith theinitid igibility determination, this means that one or both
birth or adoptive parents is deceased, absent from the home, disabled, or the principa
wage-earning parent is unemployed.
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APPENDIX |
WISCONSIN AFDC POLICY ASOF JULY 16, 1996
A. LIVING WITH A SPECIFIED RELATIVE - CFS-201(Question 7c)

The child mugt have lived with a specified rdative during the digibility month, or a anytime sx
months prior to the digibility month. Specified rdaives are

Father, mother, brother, Sgter, uncle, aunt, first cousin, child of afirst cousin, nephew, or
niece;

Relationships to persons listed above of preceding generations denoted by prefixes of
grand, greet or greet-greet are within this definition;

The parentd relationship can be biological, adoptive or step. The sbling and grandparent
relationships can dso be biological, adoptive or step;

Spouses of any persons named in the above groups are within the scope of these
provisons, even though the marriage is terminated by death or divorce.

B. AFDC GROUP - CFS-205(Question 1, 4a-b))

The AFDC group represents the grouping of persons from the remova home whose income and
resources are to be considered in determining need.

If the child was physcaly removed from the parent's home, the AFDC group would
include:

- Birth or Adoptive

- Bigblechild

- Birth, adoptive, hdf-gblings who are themsdves dependent children

NOTE: DEEMED INCOME - If the child was removed from a home in which his or
her stepparent resides, do not include the stepparent, or any of the stepparent’s children
from a previous relaionship in the AFDC group. Consider the stepparent and any of his
or her children from a previous relaionship their own AFDC group and complete a
Deemed Stepparent Income Worksheet. The purpose of deeming a stepparent’s
income, is to include only the portion of the stepparent’s income that is in excess of the
need standard for the stepparent and any of his or her dependent children, towards the
incomeof thechildin  custody. Only the income that exceeds the need standard for the
stepparent’s AFDC group is consdered to be available to meet the needs of the child in

custodly.
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If the child was physicaly removed from the home of a specified releive other than the
parent(s), the AFDC group would include:

- Hligblechild only
- Any shlings of the digible child living in the same household

Household members receiving SSI benefits are not counted as a member of the AFDC
group, nor arethe S benefits or any other income or assets of the SSI recipient counted.

C. DEPRIVATION - CFS-201(Question 7d)/CFS-201A(Question 1a-c)

A child must be "dependent" according to s49.19 (1), Stats, that is, a child who "has been
deprived of parental support or care by reason of the death, continued absence from home, other
than absence occasioned solely by reason of the performance of active duty in the uniformed
sarvices of the United States, unemployment, or incapacity of a parent...” Marriage of the
parentsisnot afactor in determining deprivation. If achildisliving with both parents, but the
parents are unmarried, deprivation for the reason of absence of one of hisher parents does not
exig.

Deprivation must exist in the remova home in the month the petition was filed or in the month the
voluntary placement agreement was signed. If the child was not removed from the home of a
specified reldive, but lived with a specified relative in any one of the Sx months preceding the
eigibility month, deprivation must have existed in that home.
The following situations are within the definition of deprivation of parenta support or care:
Abandonment
Separation (not living in the same house)
Divorce (not living in the same house)
I ngtitutionalizatior/Incarceration
Degth
Disability/Incapacitation: The parent must be determined to be disabled or incapacitated
for a least 30 days by means of competent medical testimony. If the parent(s) isreceiving
SSI or OASDI (Socid Security) payments because of disgbility or blindness, the

incapacitation requirement is met and verification of the SS or OASDI payments shdl be
included in the record (such as a copy of an award letter, copy of acheck, etc.)
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If the parent claims to be disabled or incapacitated, the socid worker should consult the
AFDC palicy handbook or contact the local Economic Support unit for ingructions on how
to establish adisability or incapecity finding.

Parental Rights Terminated: If there has been a termination of parentd rights (TPR), the
child is deprived from the deate of the TPR. However, the exisence of a TPR at a
redetermination does not replace the requirement for deprivation at the time the petition is
filed or the voluntary placement agreement is signed.

Unemployment of the principal wage earner: The socid worker should consult the AFDC
policy handbook or contact the local Economic Support unit for indructions on establishing
deprivation based on unemployment.

Deprivation must continue to exist in the remova home in order for the child to continue asIV-E
rembursable. Thisfactor must be examined at each redetermination.

D. NEED - CFS-201(Question 11a-b)/CFS-201A(Question 7a-b)/CFS-205(Question 2-3)

The income and assats available to the child must be less than Wisconsin's standards for AFDC
eigibility. If the child was living with ether or both parents, the parent's income and assets are
condgdered in this determination dong with the income and assets of the child and any minor
ghlings. If the remova home was that of a specified relative other than the parent, only the income
and asts of the child (and any minor siblings living with the child) are consdered.

Income for AFDC purposes includes:
Earned Income

-  Bonusss

- Eaned income tax credit (EITC)

- Inkind income for work (e.g. shelter received for work)
- Longevity pay

- Wages, sdaries, tips (before taxes)

- Work-study

- Sdf-employment/farm income

- Severance pay

Unearned Income

- Armed forces dlotment
- Child support/dimony
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- Disaility insurance (3ck pay)

- Dividend payment

- Genegd Rdief

- Incomefor continuation payments

- Income from rdatives, income deemed from relatives/'stepparents
- Inheritance pay

- Interest, money payments

- Money from churches, charitable organizations, friends, lodges, or unions
- Retirement or Pension (union, private or government)

- Socid Security Benefits

- Striker's Benefits

- Unemployment Compensation

- Veeran's Benefits

- Worker's Compensation

Certain types of income are exempt (not counted) in determining eligibility for AFDC.
Exempt Income
- Supplementa Security Income (SSl)
- Women, Infants, and Children payments (WIC)
- Loansor grants administered by the U.S. Commissioner of Education
- Foster Care payments
- Adoption Assistance payments
- JTPA earned income of full-time students employed full-time or part-time students
employed less than full-time
- JTPA unearned income
Income must be expressed in monthly dollars.
Bi-weekly (paid every other week) income must be multiplied by 2.15
Semi-monthly (paid twice per month) income must be multiplied by 2.
Weekly income must be multiplied by 4.3.
Quarterly (paid once every three months) income must be divided by 3.

Assets are defined as a""resource that a person possesses or owns'. The maximum value of assets
an AFDC family can own is $999.99. Assets for AFDC purposesinclude:
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Bonds

Credit union savings

Income property

Red edtate except the homestead (the home in which the family lives)

Savings accounts

Checking accounts

Savings bonds

Stocks

Vacation homes
Vehides -  (Thefirgt $1500 of equity is exempt; equity is the car(s)
vaue minustheloan amount)

Certain types of resources are exempt (not counted) from consideration:

Inaccessible trusts (include per capitatriba payments to foster child)

Burid plot (one per household member)

Home of resdence and surrounding acreage

Funds for relocation (Uniform Relocation Act)

Household furnishings and dothing

Persond jewdry

Farm/Business inventories/Tools used in the course of abusinessto produce income

E. AGE - CFS-201(Question 1)/CFS-201A(Question 5)

The child must be under the age of 18 or under the age of 19, but enrolled in a secondary school
or the equivalent and expected to complete their studies by agel9.

F. CITIZENSHIP - CFS-201(Question 3)/CFS-205(Question 1)

A child must be ether a United States citizen by birth or naturdization or legdly admitted for
permanent resdencein the United States. Children who areinthe U.S. under avistor's or tourist's

visaor under asudent arrangement are not digible for Title IV-E. The U.S. ditizenship of the child
follows that of his U.S. citizen parent(s) or is established by being born in this country.

The permanent residence can be verified by the Alien Regidration Card designated as1-94. Inthe
event of any questions or difficulties, contact the U.S. Department of Jugtice, Immigration and
Naturalization Service, 517 East Wisconsn Avenue, Room 186, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202.
Telephone number (414) 291-1593.

G. LUMP SUM PAYMENT

A lump sum payment is anon-recurring or advance payment not eearmarked for a specific purpose.
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Examples of lump sum payments are retroactive Socid Security benefits, stock dividends, life
insurance settlements, etc. A lump sum payment is consdered asincomein the month in which it
IS received, not as an as.

When the lump sum payment is received, the child remains IV-E digible but becomes non-
reimbursable for the number of full months for which the out-of-home care maintenance rae is
equdly divigble into the lump sum payment. For any partid remaning month, the amount of the
lump sum payment which remains will be treeted asincome for that month.

Example Title IV-E fogter child receives $1200.00 retroactive Socid Security payment. The
out-of-home care maintenance rate is $307.00. $1200.00 divided by $307.00 = 3
months of non-reimbursability. The remaining $279.00 would be budgeted as
unearned income in the fourth month.
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APPENDIX 11

RESPONSESTO TYPICAL QUESTIONS

A. INITIAL ELIGIBILITY

1.

Q: What court order is referred to on the 201 form: order for emergency custody or
placement (temporary order), consent decree, temporary order, or dispositiona order?

A: The 201 form refers to the date(s) a court order for placement was obtained stating the
“contrary to welfare’” and “reasonable efforts’ language. The response to this question could
be two different answers. The Order for Temporary Physica Custody (Secure or Non-
secure), which usudly authorizes removd from the home, or a Digpositiond Order within six
months after the removal of the child, must contain the “contrary to welfare’
language. If thelanguageis not contained in any of these court orders within Sx months after
the remova of the child, the child can never be IV-E digible throughout the placement episode.

The court order with a “reasonable efforts’ finding can be obtained at any time during the
child's placement. Thislanguage may be found in the Order for Temporary Physicd Custody
(Secure or Non-secure), Dispostiond Order/Delinquent, Dispositional Order/In Need of
Protection or Services, or the Order to Change Placement/Revise Digpostiond Order/Extend
Dispogtiona Order. The child cannot be Title IV-E reimbursable until the “reasonable efforts’
finding is obtained, so it is dways recommended thet this judicid determination be obtained in
the court order which authorizes the remova from the home.

Q: We have a stuaion where achild came into the system through juvenile court intake and
is placed into out-of-home care under a non-secure custody request. The petition wasfiled,
but we did not obtain aforma court order within the thirty day requirement for filling out the
201/205 forms. Isthe non-secure custody intake considered a court order for the purposes
of determining IV-E digibility?

A: Since the non-secure custody intake form is completed by the Intake worker, it is not
consdered an actud court order. The 201/205 forms should be completed upon the signing
of the temporary custody court order authorizing the remova of the child, unless the temporary
custody order did not have the “contrary to the welfare’ or “best interest” language. In this
ingance, the completion of the 201 form should be pended until such language is ether obtained
within the firsg 9x months from the placement date or, if not obtained within Sx months
determine the child indligible.

Q: Does I V-E digibility begin on the date of the court order or the following day, providing
al other criteriaare met?
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A: IV-E digihility begins on the first day of the month of the Sgnature date of the court order,
providing dl other criteriaare met. If the sart date of the IV-E digibility is delayed because
“contrary to the welfare/lbest interet” language is not obtained until severa months after the
temporary custody order, IV-E digibility begins on thefirst day of the month of the court order
containing the gppropriate language (see next question).

: Q: In some situations, we have children who are placed without having “contrary to the

welfare’ language in the temporary physica custody order.  Two months after the placement,
a dispostiona order is obtained which indudes thislanguage. Isthischild IV-E digible, if dl
other criteriaare met, and on what date do we begin claming?

A: Since the language was obtained within sx months of placement, the child becomes 1V-E
eligible beginning on the firg day of the month of the dispositiona order, providing al other
criteriaare met.

: Q: Frequently, we have children who are placed via atemporary physica custody order,
which includes * contrary to the wdfare’ language, but not “reasonable efforts’ language. Are
we able to designate the child as I V-E digible/not reimbursable?

A:Yes Inthesestudions the child isIV-E digible/not rembursable. Any time adigpositiond
order isobtained a alater date which includes “reasonable efforts’ language, the child isIV-E
eligible and reimbursable, if al other criteriaare met.

: Q: If acourt hearing date is not the date that the judge signs the court order, which dateis
usad to begin digibility/reimbursability?

A: The firgt day of the month of the sgnature date of the sgned court order is used if the
sgnaure date is not the same as the date of the hearing. For the hearing date to be the effective
date of digibility, the court order must include the phrase “Nunc Pro Tunc’, or equivadent
phrase, and areference to the hearing date.

: Q: A child was removed from his own home by a court order and placed with an aunt on

3/9/92. On 9/8/92, the placement failed and the child was placed in shelter care. On 10/27/92
(over 30 days), the child was placed in foster care based on the origind court order.
According to my interpretation of the 201 form, the child would not be IV-E dligible, but as|
understand the philosophy of 1V-E, the child should be digible.

A: Aslong as the child remained in one continuous placement episode (never returned home
except for trid vigts), hisinitid digibility was established a the time of remova on 3/9/92 and
isdill gpplicable. His reimbursability status may change depending on whether the aunt’s home
is licensed but the length of time the child is placed in shelter care (more or less than 30 days)
has no effect on his1V-E digibility or rembursability status.
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8.

10.

Q: The scenario: A petition was filed 3/26/95 with the plan for the child to be placed in
CCI#1. A court order followed but the child was not placed in the CCI. On 6/21/95 a second
petition was filed and the court subsequently ordered the youth to Lincoln Hills, where he was
placed. On 2/5/96, athird petition was filed to extend the youth’'s stay a Lincoln Hills and the
court followed with an order. In early 1997, afourth petition wasfiled to transfer custody to
Outagamie County for placement & CCl #2. A court order followed and the youth was placed
a CCl #2. When determining 1V-E digibility, @ which date should be used for the court
order, b) which date should be used for the petition, and ¢) which date should be used for the
child'sremova?

a) The court order that was issued following the 6/21/95 petition which resulted in the
child’s placement should be examined. If it contains the necessary “ contrary to welfare”’
language, use the signature date of the court order. If the language is not in that court
order, the language must be obtained in a court order within Sx months of placement.

b) The petition dated 6/21/95 which led to removd of the child from his home.

) The 6/21/95 date should be used for the child’ sremovd if that isthe date the child was
physicaly removed from his home and placed at Lincoln Hills.

Q: When acase has a petition date in 7/97 and a supplementd petition filed in 9/97, which
month do we use as the month of petition for 205 income/asset information--the month of the
origind or the supplementd petition?

A: The month the petition isfiled which led to the child’sremova from the home should be usd
(7/97).

Q: A child is trandferred from Lincoln Hills School (LHS) to a foster care placement
(custody transferred to DSS). We cannot easily do a redetermination because an initid
determination had not been completed when the child was placed at LHS. Would we do an
initia determination? If so, what petition date would we use, the petition relating to the child's
removd from the parental home and placement a LHS, or the revison of the petition which
gave DSS custody of the child and alowed subsequent placement in afoster home.

A: You must recondtruct the child's circumstances a the time of remova and do an initid

eigibility determination. The petition which led to the child' sinitid remova from the parenta
home should be used. Inthis case, it would be the petition which resulted in placement a LHS.
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11.

12.

13.

Q: A child who is in fodter care is placed a Lincoln Hills School (HS) (custody
transferred to State) and, after the LHS placement, is returned to foster care (custody returned
to DSS). Isit correct to do aredetermination Snce we had completed an initid determination
elier a thetime of thefirg foster home placement?

A:Yes ThechildsIV-E digibility gatus after the LHS placement would be the same asit was
prior to placement at LHS. His placement costs whilein LHS are not reimbursable because
it is a secure fadility dthough he remains IV-E digible if dl other criteria are met. A
redetermination should be conducted every twelve months regardiess of where the child is
placed and, in thisingtance, one should be done at the time of the DSS custody.

Q: If adetermination is made, based on family income, that the case is not IV-E digible,
why must the agency continue the long 1V-E determination process and determine the family
assets, etc.?

A: If itisinitidly determined thet the family’ s income exceeds dlowable AFDC sandards, the
child will never be IV-E digible during that placement episode and thus it is not necessary to
continue with the full-scae digibility determination process.

Q: If amember of the remova homeis receiving SSI benefits and has other income, how
isthe other income treated when determining AFDC digibility for the child?

A: Any member of the household receiving SSI' benefits is not counted as being in the
household, nor are their income and assets counted.

14. Q: When achild has been living with afriend or rdaive and is removed from that home, whose

income do we consider for 205 purposes?

A: When achild has been living with a non-parent pecified reative as defined in AFDC policy
(brother, sgter, uncle, aunt, first cousin, child of first cousin, nephew, niece, grand, grest, or
great-great grandparents, et. d.), only the child’ s income and the income of any sblings dso
living in the same home are consdered a the time of initia digibility determination.

If the child has been living with a non-relative, you must first determine whether he/she lived
with a spedified reldive any time in the previous Sx months. If he/she did not live with arddive
during that time, he/she does not meet the initid AFDC rdaedness criteriaand thusis not 1V-E
eigible. On the other hand, if the child lived with relatives during the previous Sx months,
examine eech of the homes where the child lived and consder the family’sincome if he/she lived
with his parent(s) or consder only the child’ sincomeif he/she lived with a non-parent specified
relative,
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B.

15.

16.

17.

18.

SS|

Q: When the cost of care exceeds the SSI payment the child is receiving, should we
terminate the SSI payments and clam FFP if the child meets dl other IV-E requirements?

A: Asagenad rule, if the child's SS monthly payment is less than 59% of the monthly foster
care payment or 59% of the IV-E portion of achild care indtitution or group home payment,
you should consider suspending SSI and clam IV-E instead. There are two other factorsto
condder, however, before you make adecison: The anticipated length of time the child will be
in care and extent of the child' s disahility.

Q: When achild in foster careisrecelving SSA or SSI and this money exceeds the cost
of the foster care payment, do we keep the case open? Do we establish a savings account on
behdf of the child and put the remainder init?

A: If the child's SSA or SSI payment exceeds the monthly maintenance cost, the agency, as
payee, should establish atrust fund for the child and place the remainder of the benefit amount
inthisaccount. If the badance in the trust fund for alV-E digible child exceeds the dlowable
limit, the child’'s placement is nat 1V-E reimbursable until it fals below the limit. However, the
child remains IV-E digible/not reimbursable during thistime.

Q: When achild who recelves SS bendfitsis placed in out-of-home care, and the monthly
maintenance rate is less than the SSI payment, we use the SSI source of funding ingteed of 1V-
E. When the monthly maintenance rate escalates above the SSI payment, and other IV-E
requirements are satisfied, the 201/205 ingtructions state to use IV-E funding. Todam IV-E
reimbursement for maintenance costs, would completing a 201/205 redetermination be
satisfactory or do we need to complete anew initid 2017?

A: You complete an initid digibility determination only & the time of placement. If alV-E
eligible child is placed in a higher cogt facility and the county chooses to suspend the SS
payment, it is only necessary to complete a redetermination to change the IV-E statusto IV-E
reimbursable.

LEAVING OUT-OF-HOME CARE - TRIAL VISITS RUNAWAYS

Q: What about a child in placement who runs away, is found, and is re-placed? Do we
use the initid placement date or the re-placement date when the child is placed after the
AWOL?

A: Ustheinitid 1V-E determination and the circumstances of the child's current placement,
deprivation, need, etc. on the replacement date when considering IV-E reimbursability.
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19.

20.

21.

22.

Q: If achild in out-of-home care has his or her maintenance costs funded with IV-E and
runs away, returns, but is placed in shelter care and then later returns to out-of-home care, is
the placement fundable with IV-E?

A: Yes. The child would continue to be reambursable from the time he/she returns to care after
running away, aslong asal other criteriaare met.

Q: Isthe concept of holding a bed open for two weeks and paying for it goplicable in a
cae likethis? That is, do we need to begin again with an initid |V-E determination process
only if the youth is AWOL over two weeks.

A: No. Thereisno limit to thetime the child is AWOL when redetermining the digibility satus
of the child. Unless the child is AWOL for an extremely long period of time (at least three
months), it is not necessary to establish initid digibility again.

VOLUNTARY PLACEMENTS

Q: Regarding alV-E digible voluntary placement, according to the 201 form, a voluntary
placement agreement may not exceed sx months. (If so, the placement would become non-
IV-E, irreversble) If the voluntary agreement is due to expire and anew voluntary agreement
is secured for an additiond six months, could a new 201 be completed and the placement
reman IV-E digible?

A: No. Voluntary placement agreements are limited to Sx months by datute and federd
regulation and cannat be extended or renewed. The child will automaticaly lose IV-E digibility
on the 181t consecutive day from the date of the voluntary placement agreement if no court
order with abest interest statement is obtained.

Q: If achild placed under a voluntary placement agreement obtains a temporary custody
order shortly after the agreement is Signed, &) do we treat the child as other children brought
into care under a court order and b) can we claim maintenance costs during this period?

A: @ No. The court order need not have reasonable efforts language, dthough contrary to
the welfarelbest interests language must bein this order or in another order within 180 days
of the agreemen.

b) Yes, the childisrembursable aslong as he or sheisV-E digible and meets dl of the
reimbursability criteria (continuing lega respongihility, reimbursable fadility, continuing need,
deprivation) except reasonable efforts (reasonable efforts is not necessary at any time for
achild who entered via a voluntary placement).
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E.

23.

24,

G.

25.

26.

27.

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEWS

Q: Our county has a 16 year-old boy in foster care and the foster parents have an 880
guardianship. The county has continued to pay foster care. However, the county has missed
ajudicid review asit didn’t gppear to be needed for aguardianship case. They aredso late
on an adminigraive review. Do these circumstances affect IV-E digibility?

A: No. Thefact that achild sjudicid or adminigtretive review is overdue does not affect the
child's1V-E digibility or reimbursability. The child may continue to remain digible for 1IV-E
regardless of the state’ s compliance with Section 427 (1V-B) requirements.

CONTINUING LEGAL STATUS

Q: If an annud renewd dispositional order islate and, when executed, is not retroactive,
what should we do?

A If the county has missed a digpogitiona extenson and there is no court order in effect, the
child becomes IV-E digible/not rembursable until the county obtains another dispositiona
order continuing the county’slegd respongbility for the child. If the dispogtiond order includes
aretroactive effective date, 1V-E reimbursability continues throughout the entire period.

DEPRIVATION

Q: When hirth parents terminate parentd rights and the child is adopted and, a alater date,
entersfoster care, isthe child consdered deprived (dueto TPR) if the adoptive parents are an
employed, intact family unit?

A: No. If thechildislegaly adopted, his adoptive parents, not hisbiologica parents must meet
one of the deprivation factors. Since the parents are an employed, intact family unit, the only
other deprivation factor to condder is disability/incapacity. TPR only qudifies as a deprivation
factor until the time the child islegaly adopted.

Q: A child in foster care has unmarried parents, but the father is adjudicated and resides
with the mother and the child. For purposes of deprivation, do we condder them to be married
(which is the method used in income maintenance) and base any possible deprivation on
unemployed parent criteria?

A: Themaritd datus of the parentsisirrdevant to the deprivation of the child. If the father
is adjudicated, deprivation would only exist due to unemployment or incapecity.

Q: If the parents are divorced and living separately, must two 205 forms be completed?
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28.

29.

A: No, only one formiscompleted. After you establish the removad home (mother or father),
only the financid information of that parent (and stepparent, if applicable) is consdered when
egtablishing initid digibility.

KINSHIP CARE

Q: A minor mother abandons her child, leaving the child with the baby’ s grandfather. DSS
petitions for and is granted legd responsbility of the child but the child remains with the
grandfather as a Kinship Care placement. Whose income/assets are used on the initid
201/205?

At the point of initial |egal responsibility

Theinitid 201 and 205 should be completed at the time of the granting of legd respongbility
since, paticularly in this Stuation, it will be difficult to recongruct the circumstances if the child
is placed from grandfather to aregular foster care or resdentia placement. Since the child is
not entered into the child tracking system as an out-of-home care case, alV-E digibility status
code cannot be entered.

If the child leaves Kinship Care

If the child is later placed into aregular foster care or resdentia placement, utilize the initia
determination information to formaly complete theinitia 1V-E determination and complete a
201A redetermination form to document the I1V-E digibility and reimbursability of the child.

Whose income/assets are used

When congdering theinitid 1V-E determination, if the abandonment occurred within Sx months
of the county obtaining legd responsihility of the child, the remova of the child is considered
from the mother and the mother’ sincome and assats aswell asthe child’ swould be consdered
when filling out 201/205 forms. If the abandonment occurred more than six months prior to
the county obtaining respongbility of the child, the child would not be IV-E digible because
there was no physicd remova of the child.

Q: A child has been living in aKinship Care placement for along time (years) and there's
been no foster care payments made or foster care license requested. The child is removed
from the Kinship Care home and put into foster care. The Kinship Care family has no legd
respongbility for the child, so we cannot congder their income/assats. Do we look only &t the
child’sincome and assats or must we attempt to get financid information on the parents? In
some of these cases, the parents are not known.

A If the agency removed the child from hisher parent’'s home and placed him or her in the
Kinship Care home initidly, IV-E digibility must be established effective on that dete. If the
agency later removes the child from the relative’' s home and places him or her in a licensed
foster home, only the child’s income and assets would be considered in redetermining [V-E.
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30.

31

32.

However, if IV-E was never initidly established, you must recondruct the child's
crcumstances a the time of remova. This would require obtaining financid information about
the parents at that time. If the parents are not known, you will not be able to establish initid
eligibility unless you can search higtorica AFDC records and/or employment history files, etc.

NEED - INCOME AND ASSETS

Q: Once a child becomes non-reimbursable due to excess assts, can the child become V-
E reimbursable again when the assets go below the limit or if assets are made unavailable to the
child until age 18? (Assats are to be used for moving into independent living.)

A: Yes, the child can gain reimbursability once his or her assets fdl below the dlowable limit.

If the assets are unavailable to the child until age 18, such as when his or her money isin an
irrevocable trugt, he or she would aso continue to be rembursable. However, if the child is
saving money for independent living and he or she has ready access to these funds, they must
be considered assets and would affect the child's rembursability status when they exceed the
dlowable limit.

Q: If achild isover 18 (in schooal), in out-of-home care and working, must this child be
considered responsible for contribution to support? Same Situation, but child is under 18.

A: There are no federd or Sate requirements mandating children in foster care (regardless of
age) to be responsible for contribution to support. The child’s income would be considered
during redetermination of need under 1V-E.

INDEPENDENT LIVING

Q: When placed in court-ordered supervised independent living, does the child till remain
digiblefor Medicd Assstance? If yes, what medicd datus code should we use? (33-FFP or
34-non- FFP)? According to ingructionsin Memo Series DCS-89-19, “ children in approved
independent living... are not digible for FFP,” and “ state foster care funds cannot be used to

fund a child in independent living.”

A: The définition of supervised independent living must first be examined. If the child isliving
completely independently and receiving a monthly stipend from the DSS, he/she would not be
IV-E reimbursable and higher digibility for Medica Assistance would have to be determined
on anindividud bass. However, if the child is placed in alicensed fadility or foster home and
isbeing “supervised” by that licensed provider, he/she may be IV-E and Medicad Assstance
digibleif dl other criteriaare met.
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APPENDIX 111
SAMPLES OF CONTRARY TO THE WELFARE LANGUAGE
A court order within Sx months of placement must contain language to the effect that “ continuation
in the home s contrary to the wefare of the child” or “placement isin the best interest of the child”,
or words to this effect. Other phrases which are acceptable include:

The child iswithout proper care, custody, or support and immediate protective custody is
necessary to prevent persona harm to the child.

Theremovd of the home is'was necessary to protect the child.

The child is being neglected and is without proper care and supervision.

The parents or other person exercising custodid control are unable or unwilling to protect
the child.

There are reasonable grounds to believe that the child's condition (or the circumstances
surrounding his care) requires that his custody be immediately assumed to safeguard his
welfare,

Thereisadrong posshility that the child may do something that isinjuriousto himsdlf prior
to the court digposition.

The child will commit or atempt to commit other offenses injurious to hersdf or to the
community before the court disposition.

The child's continued resdence in his home, pending dispogition, will not ssfeguard the best
interests of the child or the community because of the serious and dangerous nature of the
act(s) the child is aleged to have committed.

Thechildisin need of placement services or “the Child is a Danger to the Public and in
Need of Redtrictive Custodia Treatment”

The child isin immediate danger of imminent serious physica injury or sexud abuse.
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